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President’s Message
As we enter into the League’s 97th
year…pause to remember what the women before
us fought for and won.
We’re gearing up for the March 22nd
Presidential Preference Election. I hope you all
were able to get yourselves registered in the party
of the candidate you’d like to support.
Our March 5th meeting on Water will be very informative and engaging. If you haven’t signed up to attend – you
can do so now: http://www.aztownhall.org/event-2148059. Arizona Town Hall will need a count to know how many
brochures and handouts to provide, so please take the time to sign up.
The Legislature has been in full swing, and ballot propositions have been filed left and right. Just to give you an
update on what the League is following on www.azleg.gov.

Bill #

Description

Oppose/Support

SB1279

Empowerment Scholarships; expansion; phase-in

Oppose

SB1280

Empowerment Scholarship accounts; eligibility; administration

Oppose

HCR2035

Clean Elections; Lobbying; Rulemaking

Oppose

HB2010

Collection; voted early ballots; limitation

Oppose

HB2016

Early, all-mail ballots; mailing period

Oppose

HB2537

Supreme Court Justices – number

Oppose

HCR2013

Clean Elections Act – Repeal

Oppose

SCR1017

Independent Redistricting Commission; membership

Oppose

HCR2047

Initiatives; referendums; signature requirements; counties

Oppose

SB1516

Campaign Finance amendments

Oppose

SCR1016

Surcharges; Clean Elections; Education Funding

Oppose

SB1519

Early ballots; collection; receipt

Oppose

I’m sure there are some we support – it’s just that the alerts we have been receiving are to oppose these particular
bills. If you’re interested in being an armchair activist, let me know – and I’ll get you connected with one of the State
League’s lobbyists to get you signed up at the Capitol.
In this Voter, there is lots of information about upcoming propositions so you can be informed. We have two
speaking engagements lined up on Prop 123, and look forward to educating on the choice to be made in the Special
Election on May 17th. Be sure to get a brochure to share with friends at our March 5 th meeting.
Ellie Laumark, VP Program, has our three Legislators lined up to speak to us on April 23 rd.
Mark your calendars and note the afternoon time frame for this update on what happened during
this session of the legislature.
I look forward to seeing many of you at our March meeting.
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LWVCYC Position on WATER
WATER
LWVCYC Membership Adopted 1999 and Revised in 2006

Summary Statement: The League of Women Voters of Central Yavapai County encourages and supports
the effective use of water and effiuent, controlled development and use of alternative water sources (all
sources other than ground water) increased water conservation and education and cooperation of
communities in Central Yavapai County.
Position: The League of Women Voters of Central Yavapai County encourages and supports:
1.
2.
3.
4.
made.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Public and private accountability of water usage and conservation.
Acquisition and development of water and sewage systems by local government.
Taxes and cost reduction incentives, which result in water conservation and effluent reuse.
The study, development of alternative water sources when effective use of available effluent has been
Public education that communicates the need for conservation and the results of regional water studies.
The regulation and effective use of effluent for recharge and direct public use.
Measures that stress or require water conservation in the planning and conversion of developments.
The cooperation of communities within Central Yavapai County.
The attainment of safe yield in the Prescott Active Management Area no later than 2025.

LWVAZ Position on Water
WATER
Consensus 1975, 1979; Revised 1995, Amended 2009
The League of Women Voters of Arizona supports the following goals: Water resource management should ensure:
 The sustainability and long term productivity of water resources of the state and their future availability at
reasonable costs. Reasonable cost is defined as costs that fairly and accurately reflect the value of this precious
resource.
 The equitable utilization of water resources.
 Conservation of water resources.
 Prevention of harmful contamination of our surface and groundwater supplies from all sources.
 Coordination at all levels of government (federal, state and local) in planning for and managing water resources.
 Availability of detailed information on all groundwater withdrawal and hydraulic characteristics of aquifers.
 Energy consideration to be included as part of any water management plan.
 Public participation at all levels of water resource management planning. Arizona water laws should:
 Reflect the hydrologic cycle and treat all water as interrelated.
 Recognize and provide for physical differences between various areas of the state.
 Define and quantify ground and surface rights.
 Consider priority of use and coordination of planning for water and land if water rights are transferred.
 Recognize riparian habitats as beneficial use.
 Assure that riparian habitats and in stream flows are protected when any new water rights are granted, or when
there are water exchanges or changed uses.
 Clarify and strengthen in stream flow rights.
 Provide for incentives for stream/habitat restoration.
 Provide authority to:  Monitor water use;  Limit non-beneficial or wasteful use;  Limit new water uses in areas
of long-term shortages;  Decide which users should have priorities in times of shortages.
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(The administration of the above should be determined at the state level, with emphasis on implementation and
enforcement at the local or regional level.)
-- Require conservation of water by large individual users, such as large industries and agricultural entities, and encourage
conservation by all other users. Tax incentives should be utilized.

LWVUS Position on Water
Water Resources
The League supports:




water resource programs and policies that reflect the interrelationships of water quality, water quantity, groundwater and surface water and that address the potential depletion or pollution of water supplies;
measures to reduce water pollution from direct point-source discharges and from indirect nonpoint sources;
policies to achieve water quality essential for maintaining species populations and diversity, including measures
to protect lakes, estuaries, wetlands and in-stream flows;
stringent controls to protect the quality of current and potential drinking-water supplies, including protection of
watersheds for surface supplies and of recharge areas for groundwater.

Proposed Interbasin Water Transfers
Interstate and interbasin transfers are not new or unusual. Water transfers have served municipal supplies,
industry, energy development and agriculture.
Construction costs of large-scale water transfers are high, and economic losses in the basin of origin also may be
high. Environmental costs of water transfers may include quantitative and qualitative changes in wetlands and related
fisheries and wildlife, diminished aquifer recharge and reduced stream flows. Lowered water tables also may affect
groundwater quality and cause land subsidence.
As we look to the future, water transfer decisions will need to incorporate the high costs of moving water, the
limited availability of unallocated water and our still limited knowledge of impacts on the affected ecosystems.
In order to develop member understanding and agreement on proposals for large-scale water transfer projects,
state and local Leagues need to work together. The following guidelines are designed to help Leagues jointly evaluate new
proposals for large-scale water transfers.
The process for evaluating the suitability of new proposed interbasin water transfers should include:
•
ample and effective opportunities for informed public participation in the formulation and analysis of proposed
projects;
•
evaluation of economic, social and environmental impacts in the basin of origin, the receiving area and any area
through which the diversion must pass, so that decision makers and the public have adequate information on
which to base a decision;
•
examination of all short- and long-term economic costs including, but not limited to, construction, delivery,
operation, maintenance and market interest rate;
•
examination of alternative supply options, such as water conservation, water pricing and reclamation;
•
participation and review by all affected governments;
•
procedures for resolution of inter-governmental conflicts;
•
accord with international treaties;
•
provisions to ensure that responsibility for funding is borne primarily by the user with no federal subsidy, loan
guarantees or use of the borrowing authority of the federal government, unless the proposal is determined by all
affected levels of the League to be in the national interest.
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Important Election Dates in 2016



Monday, February 22 nd
Election (PPE)

Deadline to Register to Vote in the Presidential Preference

(Note: Those of you NOT registered with a political party will need to register with the
political party of your choice if you want to vote in the “closed” PPE. You can always reregister afterwards back to “no party preference”, if that’s your “thing”.)



Wednesday, February 24th

Early Voting Begins in the PPE



Tuesday, March 22



Monday, April 18th



Wednesday, April 20th

Early Voting Begins for Prop. 123



Tuesday, May 17th

Special Election for Prop. 123



Wednesday, June 1st

Last Day to File Candidate Nomination Petitions



Thursday, July 7th

Last Day to File Constitution & Initiative Petitions



Wednesday, July 13th

Last Day to File Arguments For or Against Ballot Measures



Thursday, July 21st

Last Day to File as a Write-In Candidate for the Primary
Election



Monday, August 1st

Last Day to Register to Vote in the Primary Election

nd

Arizona Presidential Preference Election
Deadline to register to vote in the May Special Election for
Prop. 123 (Education Funding Inflation Adjustment Settlement)

(Note: Those of you not registered with a political party will need to request a primary
ballot for the party of your choice.)



Wednesday, August 3rd



Tuesday, August 30th

Early Voting Begins in the Primary Election
Primary Election Day



Thursday, September 29



Monday, October 10th

Last Day to Register to Vote in the General



Wednesday, October 12th

Early Voting Begins in the General Election



Tuesday, November 8th

Election Day

th

Last Day to File as a Write-In Candidate for the General
Election
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LWVCYC Tentative Calendar 2015-16

Day
Mon.
Tues.

Activity
Deadline
Board

Topic/Place
Deadline Voter Regist. For Presidential Primary
Board Meeting

Sat.

Date
Time
Febr. 22
March 1 8:00
March 5th
10:00

Public Meeting

What's our water future?

Tues.
Tues.

Mar. 22
Apr. 19

Presidential Preference Primary

8:00

Election
Board

Sat.

April 23

10:00

Public Meeting

Tues.

May 3

8:00

Board

This is a fourth Saturday.
Board Meeting

Sat.

May 7

TBA

Members

Annual Meeting and Speaker

Board
Deadline
Election

New Board Retreat
Voter registration deadline for Primary Election
Primary Election

TBD
Mon.
Tues.

Aug. 1
Aug. 30

Board Meeting

Legislative Update

LWVUS Board Sets 2016 Legislative Priorities
The LWVUS Board set federal legislative priorities for the second
session of the 114th Congress at its January board meeting. The League
has many positions from which to take action but establishing a focus
for our national advocacy is a critical responsibility of the LWVUS
Board as it is for every League Board. In setting priorities, the Board
considers a number of factors, the most important of which is focusing
League effort where it can have the greatest impact.
For 2016, the LWVUS legislative priorities are ranked in two
tiers. The first tier priority is Representative Democracy, which
includes voting rights and election administration, money in politics,
redistricting reform and work on a constitutional convention. The
second tier is Climate Change. And we continue to watch action on
several issues including immigration, health care, reproductive rights
and environmental protection.
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Next pages: Proposition 123 brochure: fold in thirds.
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